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Thank you for the opportunity to speak about the importance of Feminist Foreign Policies (FFPs) in supporting feminist movements in Palestine and among the Palestinian minority in Israel. As we speak, the current war on Gaza continues to devastate lives, with a disproportionate impact on women and children. In such moments, FFPs are more important than ever, offering a way to address the harsh realities of conflict while promoting justice and equality.
The Intersection of Feminism and Conflict:
In Palestine and for Palestinians living as a minority in Israel, the struggle for women’s rights is deeply connected to our political situation. Decades of occupation and systematic marginalization have compounded the layers of oppression, particularly for women. This has not only stripped Palestinians of their land and freedoms but has also exacerbated the social and economic struggles of women. In recent weeks, the escalation in Gaza has led to mass displacement, with women bearing the burden of caring for their families under extremely harsh conditions.
For Palestinian women living as a minority in Israel, the situation is also challenging. The systemic discrimination they face limits their access to resources like healthcare, education, employment and decision-making process. This inequality is compounded by policies that isolate and marginalize Palestinians within Israel. Women in these communities are often the most vulnerable, especially in times of political tension or military action.
Palestinian women are not only fighting for gender equality but also for national liberation, social justice, and dignity.
This intersection of occupation, conflict, and gender inequality makes our struggle even harder. Feminist foreign policies need to understand these complex realities to be effective.
And to directly address these challenges by focusing on human security and advocating for women’s rights in conflict zones. 
How Feminist Foreign Policies Can Help?
Feminist foreign policies can play a key role in changing this reality by focusing on:
1. Human Security, Not Militarized Security
FFPs focus on the security of people, not just borders. In Palestine, where military action dominates the political agenda, this shift is crucial. For example, 60% of Palestinian women report feeling unsafe due to both domestic and political violence. By prioritizing human security, FFPs can address the real needs of our communities—things like access to food, healthcare, and protection from violence.
2. International Support and Advocacy:
FFPs can act as a platform for Palestinian women on the global stage. With feminist foreign policies, our voices can be heard in international arenas where decisions about our future are made. Feminist foreign policies can help ensure that the rights of Palestinian women are part of global peace negotiations. Women in conflict zones are often left out of these critical discussions, but their participation is key to lasting peace. For example, the 2020 UN Women report emphasized the lack of women's participation in peace negotiations, despite evidence that their involvement leads to longer-lasting peace
3. Empowering Grassroots Movements
FFPs can provide much-needed funding to grassroots feminist organizations that are the backbone of resistance and support in Palestine. These organizations provide services in times of crisis, promote women's rights, and build community resilience. Supporting them is essential in addressing the root causes of inequality.

Challenges and Vulnerabilities:
However, implementing FFPs in Palestine and for the Palestinian minority in Israel comes with challenges. Political restrictions, like movement limitations, right of expression violation, and shrinking space, make it hard for women’s organizations to operate effectively. The Israeli government’s policies often block funding and international cooperation, particularly for feminist groups working in the Palestinian territories and 1948.
This is why FFPs are important—they can challenge these obstacles by advocating for policies that support human rights and gender justice.
Conclusion:
In conclusion, feminist foreign policies can be powerful tools to support feminist movements in Palestine and within the Palestinian minority in Israel. These policies can help us push back against the layers of oppression that we face every day, whether from occupation, conflict, or patriarchal systems. But to make a real impact, they must be based on our lived experiences and must address the unique challenges we face.
Let’s work together to ensure that feminist foreign policies not only promote gender equality but also advance peace and justice for all.
Thank you

